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front, which could mean nothing else than serious
defeat. He said that many French units had been in
the front line for ten days without respite, whereas the
Germans were repeatedly receiving reinforcements, and
that the French were outnumbered by three to one.
The Germans were attacking on the Seine front with
120 divisions at the maximum, which meant about
2,000,000 men, taking the German wartime division
at 17,000. On the basis of Vautrin's calculations,
France had only about 700,000 men, that is a third of
the German forces. According to British officers, who
were present on the Seine front, the French could have
held the line with the numbers they had for several days
longer than they did. There were many units of
French artillery and French infantry who wanted to
fight but were at a loss to know what to do because
they had lost contact with other units, or because they
had no officers to command them. The French Army
had been trained to follow the old theory that you
must always keep in front of the enemy, and if you
are outflanked you must retreat until you are face to
face with his line once more. But this was a war in
which the Germans, by means of their speedy mechanized
units and parachute troops, exploited the outflanking
movement the whole time. The only way to deal
with this was for the French to fight as isolated units
and hold their ground as long as possible, keeping in
mind the feet that they were outflanking the enemy as
effectively as the enemy were outflanking them. An
attempt to follow this method was made on the Seine